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Introduction 

The education reform enacted by the Albanian government in the recent years is pivotal for the 

development of the country. The future of the nation is left with our young generation, and the Polis 

University of Tirana aims at playing a key role, upholding values of Knowledge, Critical thinking and 

Integrity. 

 
As an attempt to modernize the civil engineering programme, it was very important to improve the 

teaching standards and, most importantly, the competencies of the lecturers. As education is a continuing 

process, it should also provide the engineering students with life-long education, particularly to keep them 

aware of the latest developments and scientific and technological advances in today's fast-changing 

world. Our education system has long emphasized ‘chalk and talk’ pedagogy, placing an importance on 

university education with lecturers as the centre of teaching-learning activities. Of course, the old 

education system is not entirely bad. But in the age of information technology, advance and world 

competition, education should not be restrained only to the classroom, and lecturers are not the sole 

knowledge source. Education must aim at cultivating within students the skills of searching knowledge 

through self-learning, so that they can learn continuously at any time and any place throughout lives. 

Specifically, part of the teaching methods applied not only in the civil engineering study program but 

throughout the university are: problem-based learning (PBL), World Café, Canvas Model - structuring 

sustainable business ideas, educational games, etc. 

 

Description of the experience 

As part of activities implemented by Polis University to modernize the civil engineering programme, 

several activities with an international outreach have been implemented.  

On 6 December 2019, POLIS University in co-operation with the Institute for Habitat Development (Co-

PLAN), the Albanian Union of Architects and Urban Planners (AUA) and with the support of the Embassy 

of Japan organized a scientific and awareness-raising forum on ‘Challenges of the Construction Industry 

and Resilience to Natural Disasters’. This intensive, six-hour long activity, brought together professionals 

and technicians, scientists, academics, specialists of public institutions, media, students and civil society 

representatives, who discussed issues of city development, and the challenge of construction and 

reconstruction in Albania in the context of two seismic events with significant consequences on human 

lives and economic damage (September and November 2019). Experts from the Polis University and Co-

PLAN, experts from the Polytechnic University of Tirana, the Institute of GeoSciences (IGJEUM Institute) 

and the Municipality of Tirana contributed to this technical, scientific and awareness raising forum. A 

group of experts from Japan brought their country's historical experience in dealing with natural disasters, 

post-crisis response and society and city recovery, and in particular planning the resilient reconstruction 

of the city, in anticipation of future crises. Summary of the speech delivered during this symposium, along 

with a reflection of the situation after the November 2019 earthquake, constituted a technical bulletin 

launched in January 2020. 

 

Since then, two other symposiums took place: an international one with the participation of members 

from Tokyo University and one national symposium with the participation of several lecturers from POLIS 
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University and representatives of a designing studio and a construction company.  

Coperation activities have given new inputs to the international dimension of the university, already 

supported by protocols agreed with foreign universities and aimed at exchanging teachers, students, as 

well as at delivering comparable courses. This is especially important for the Civil Engineering programme, 

enhancing the possibility to work abroad or to work remotely for foreign companies of the university 

students.  

Data and facts on the activities of cooperation between the Polis University and Albanian or foreign 

institutions testify the quality and level of this component. 

 

Teachers have been involved in several cooperation projects, entailing activities in Zagreb (Croatia), 

Aalborg (Denmark), Gjakova, Milan (Italy), Mitrovica (Kosovo), Pristina (Montenegro), and Skopje (North 

Macedonia), albeit, over the last years, many activities have been shifted online due to the pandemic. 

For what concerns students, the University considers a priority goal to provide them the opportunity to 

complete a study period abroad. The following table shows figures concerning mobility during the 

academic year 2020-2021. 

Table 1. Number of Polis students completing a period of study abroad by place (Academic year 2020-2021) 

University Country Outgoing students 

University of Anhalt  Germany 16 

University of Naples Federico II Italy 1 

Polytechnic of Bari Italy 3 

Ecole School Paris  France 2 

IGS Paris France 2 

University of Cordoba Spain 1 

Royal Academy of Arts UK 1 

University of West Attica Greece 3 

University of Minho Portugal 1 

FH Joanneum Austria 3 

 

This paper was produced for the YES project, which received funding under the Call for proposals 
VP/2019/008 of the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion of the European Commission. 
The opinions hereby expressed reflect only the authors’ view. 
The European Commission is not responsible for any use that can be made of the information 
contained therein. 
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